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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 

566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 

 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, FEBRUARY 6, 2012 

 

Present:   Thomas J. Wynne, Chairman 

    Ernie Paciorkowski, Vice-Chairman 

    Joseph F. Sheehan 

 

Absent:   E. William Bamber 

    Paul J. Donohue 

 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Wynne, 

Chairman, in Room 11, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the minutes of February 6, 2012, 

seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE   3-0  motion passed 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Adequate Access Plan, 61 Roxanna Street 

 

Present:  Diane Weddleton on behalf of Barbara Mulvehill 

   John Weddleton, 7 Trailside Way, Norfolk 

   Patrick Mulvehill, 869 Wash. St 

   James Rogers, 71 Hawthorne St 

   Andrew Brillant, 673 Centre St, Jamaica Plain 

   Carol Palmer, 673 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 

   Ana & Marco D’Amico, 165 Cornell St., Roslindale 

   Paul Cutler, P.E. Landmark Engineering 

 

Mr. Wynne, Chairman, recused himself from any discussion because of a conflict of 

interest. Mr. Wynne explained that the Board will not be voting on the Adequate Access 

plan tonight because they do not have a full Board but the other Board members will 

review the minutes and tapes of this meeting so they can vote at the next meeting.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski, Vice-Chairman, opened the Public Hearing and explained the process 

of the public hearing. 

  

Mr. Sheehan read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on 

January 19, 2012 and January 26, 2012. 
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Mr. Cutler explained that they are proposing to extend Roxanna Street to access a lot next 

to the existing home at 61 Roxanna St. No new lots are being created. Mr. Cutler stated 

that there is existing drainage and they will be able to tie into an existing water main.  

 

Mr. Cutler went over the waivers they are requesting. They would like the access road to 

be 18’ wide instead of 20’ wide, they would like cape cod berm instead of granite curbing 

and they would like to have the sidewalks waived on both sides of the street.   

 

Mr. Weddleton explained that the neighbors’ driveway is in the right-of-way and because 

of this they have moved the right-of-way closer to 61 Roxanna Street. In requesting the 

sidewalk waiver, they feel having the lawn area in the front would look much nicer than 

having a grass strip with a sidewalk. 

 

Mr. Sheehan wanted to know which lots had the existing houses. Mr. Cutler said that 61 

Roxanna St and 65 Roxanna St have existing houses and Lot C2 is where the proposed 

house would be located.  

 

Mr. Costello reminded the Board that they are applying the subdivision rules and 

regulations, but there are no new lots being created. The owner is taking what is already 

there and trying to get access for a driveway and a building permit.  The Building 

Inspector will not issue a building permit for the house lot unless the Planning Board 

writes a letter stating there is adequate access.   

 

Mr. Sheehan said that there has been some concern about the drainage. Mr. Cutler stated 

that they intend to install two catch basins at the end of Roxanna Street and that would 

run into a drain manhole located on the right-of-way. Mr. Sheehan wanted to know if this 

would be an improvement of what is there now. Mr. Weddleton stated that he talked to 

Mr. Ryan, Dir. of DPW & Engineering, and Mr. Ryan said that as far as the Town of 

Norwood is concerned this is the recommended process for storm water. Mr. Ryan 

suggested adding the vortex units off the street drains and this would mitigate the water 

the neighbors are now getting.  

 

Mr. Costello disagreed with Mr. Weddleton because Mr. Costello had the same 

discussion with Mr. Ryan about whether or not this would improve the situation 

especially for Mr. & Mrs. Green, 77 Hawthorne Street who sent an e-mail to the Board 

about flooding their backyard and basement.  Mr. Ryan told Mr. Costello that this would 

not make the existing situation any worse but recommends that all roof downspouts 

connect to individual subsurface drainage systems. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked for the e-mail to be admitted into the record. The e-mail dated 

February 2, 1012, is from Mr. & Mrs. Green who reside at 77 Hawthorne Street.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if anyone from the Public wanted to speak.  
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Andrew Brillant asked if Roxanna Street would be extended to Hawthorne St. Mr. Cutler 

said they are not extending the road to Hawthorne Street. Mr. Brillant wanted to know if 

the driveway would lose any spaces. Mr. Cutler said no. 

 

James Rogers was concerned about the ground water because during a storm there is 

significant water in his backyard also. Would this make it worse?  Mr. Paciorkowski said 

that the Town Engineer noted that when the street is paved some of the water will be 

taken away, so this will not make matters worse.  

 

Mr. Costello talked about the Town Engineer’s request for test pits and drainage 

calculations. 

 

Patrick Mulvehill thought it would be helpful to the Board members if they did a site visit 

to look at the street areas around Roxanna Street and Sycamore Street. Mr. Mulvehill 

stated that he is not part of the application team and explained that his aunt was in a 

continual care facility and this would help to take care of her. Mr. Mulvehill went on to 

say that in his opinion this would be an enhancement to the neighborhood. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if there were any other comments, seeing none, he again 

explained to the applicant that the Board could not vote tonight because they did not have 

a full Board, so he said they would continue the hearing until March 12, 2012 @ 7:15 

P.M. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to continue the Public Hearing for the Adequate Access 

plan for 161 Roxanna Street until March 12, 2012 @ 7:00 P.M., seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski 

VOTE  2-1 (Mr. Wynne abstained) motion passed 

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR MINOR SUBDIVISION MODIFICATION – 43 Wilson Street 

Subdivision 

 

Present:  Jack Roache, owner 

   Craig Weinstein, contractor 

 

Mr. Costello updated the Board on the progress of the 43 Wilson Street Subdivision.  Mr. 

Costello talked about the covenant and once the Planning Board releases the lots they will 

have to switch over to some other way of funding the performance bond.  

 

Mr. Weinstein talked about running the drain that ran down to Wilson Street and that they 

ran into a lot of ledge. Mr. Weinstein met with Mr. Ryan and they decided to install 

leaching catch basins on the side of the subdivision road so they don’t have to deal with 

the ledge. 
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MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the minor modification for 43 Wilson Street 

Subdivision, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  3-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

OTHER  BUSINESS 

 

 

Clay Chevrolet ANR Plan – 361 Providence Highway – Board Endorsement 

 

Mr. Costello told the Board that the note the Board requested concerning “no 

determination as to compliance with zoning” had been added to the ANR Plan for Clay 

Chevrolet.  Mr. Costello also studied the plan for any zoning violations on the parking for 

both lots and found none.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to endorse the ANR Plan for 361 Providence Highway, 

seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  3-0  motion passed 

 

 

Site Plan Approval – Insubstantial Amendment – Clay Chevrolet (sign) 361 

Providence Highway 

 

Mr. Costello explained that he had reviewed the amendment to the Clay Chevrolet site 

plan that was approved by the Planning Board on June 17, 2011. The proposed 

amendment concerns a new pylon sign location.  The existing Hyundai sign is being 

removed and a new Clay Chevrolet sign is being installed in a curbed island next to the 

new Chevrolet building.  

 

Mr. Costello determined the changes to be an Insubstantial Amendment and the approved 

site plan is deemed modified to incorporate the proposed amendments 

 

 

 

Site Plan Approval – Insubstantial Amendment – To Beruit Restaurant (sign), 11-15 

E. Cottage Street 

 

Mr. Costello went over the proposed amendment for the new “To Beruit” restaurant. The 

new “to Beruit” sign was approved by the Planning Board on January 9, 2012 and the 

proposed amendment adds the words “Middle Eastern Restaurant” under “To Beruit”, 

also there are minor wording changes to the three secondary signs beneath the “To 

Beruit”  principal wall sign.  Mr. Costello determined the aforementioned changes to be 

Insubstantial Amendment and the site plan is deemed modified to incorporate the 

proposed amendments. 
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Vanderbilt Strategic Plan – Addenda #1 and #2 

 

Mr. Costello updated the Board on RFP for a Planning Consultant for a Strategic Plan for 

the Vanderbilt Area Commercial District. Mr. Costello said he will be setting up 

consultant interviews for the Board in March, 2012.   

 

Mr. Wynne suggested waiting until the elections because there will be new members to 

participate in the interviews and Mr. Costello agreed. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  3-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

     


